
As a business owner/manager/Executive of an established/growing business in Kanabec County, I realize that there are a multitude of factors that contribute to a business’s and to a community’s longevity/sustainability. 

One at the top of the list of importance is to actively take action towards staying current. Whether this is by using energy conserving LED bulbs, allowing folks to use a credit card, or sharing a high speed connection with our customers – it is important for us to stay critical. In the first two instances I mentioned, that is easy for us to do – we just do it. But in the third example, we can’t make this happen without a plan of action. After the plan is put into place, there are so many parts that need to come together. Our community is active, our businesses are vital.


We are all looking so forward to the future and we can not lose ground when it comes to internet technology. Losing ground in this way, would significantly jeopardize our county's economic growth. High speed internet is crucial to our local financial establishments and their customers, our county hospital and its patients, our realtors and those who arrive from elsewhere, our schools, its students, our seniors, the many online businesses and those who want to learn with online training. It’s crucial to each individual whether they live in the woods or on a lake, at the end of a dirt road or in the city. There are businesses in these remote locations that need to connect to the world. 

Currently there is wi-fi available to those of us not able to connect through cable (if there is cellular phone access) but there are tremendous data cap issues and the speed is so variable and unpredictable – it just is not a long term solution. 

For economic growth in Kanabec County, we need to entice and relocate businesses, who then relocate families. We must offer significant job recruitment tactics and higher pay, but life now includes high speed internet – broadband/ fiber - we need to offer this seemingly insignificant incentive here, as elsewhere this is just the norm.  

In a recent Century Link ad, it stated as its tagline: “It’s more than just speed, it’s possibilities.”  Possibilities and optimism drive us forward, leading us to success.
